
T HE  B RIMMER  
 

H ello brothers, Weõve got some good 
stuff coming up here at 87! Beef ônõ 

Beer, parade, road trip and Communion Breakfast 
are all on the horizon. Itõs gonna be a busy time 
for us Hibs! 

First up is our annual Beef ônõ Beer fundraiser 
which will be Sunday, Feb. 15, at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 9617 James St (James and State), 
3 to 7 p.m., featuring draft beer, wine, food, re-
duced prices for bottles and mixed drinks and mu-
sic by the Paul Moore Band. Paul and the guys 
always rock the house at this event, where we al-
ways have a great time. Tickets are $30 and you 
can reserve a table by calling Tug at 215-570-
7385. Tug and his crew have been doing an excel-
lent job organizing the Beef ônõ Beer and the club 
thanks them for their hard work and commitment. 

On Sunday, March 15, we will be marching in 
the Philadelphia St. Patrickõs Day Parade. As of 
this time, the line of march has not been released, 
so we donõt have start times yet. This yearõs theme is òSt. Patrick, Bless, Strengthen 
and Pray for Our Families.ó We are urging all of our members to bring as many of 
their family members to the parade as possible. Our division will be using the same 
jackets as last year. If any brother needs to order a jacket, they are $50 and 
can be ordered from Kieran McGovern at 267-694-7632 or by dropping by the 

club and leaving an envelope with the bartend-
ers. There is a sample of the jacket (size XL) 
behind the bar. For any of the family or 
friends, kids or grandkids, we 
have green hooded sweatshirts in kids 
and adult sizes ($20/$22). You can order the 
hoodies from me or Kieran. We will have a sign
-up sheet for the hoodies at the next meeting, 
Tuesday, Feb. 10. A special thank you goes out 
to Kieran for putting together the jackets and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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¶ Reds isnõt making any jokes 
this month. Heõs just report-
ing the facts.                           
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¶ The national media doesnõt 
want to cover the March for 
Life, but The Brimmer does.                     
Page 4 

¶ Not even death was certain 
in old Dublin and across the 
Irish Sea.                             
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¶ Looking for a party in Febru-
ary? Look no further than ...            
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BY REDS FALCON 

Å If you spell òDammit Iõm Madó backwards, it spells 
òDammit Iõm Mad.ó 

Å Democracy must be something more than two 
wolves and a sheep voting on what to have for dinner. 

Å Quote: òI don't make jokes. I just watch the gov-
ernment and report the facts.ó ñ Will Rogers 

Å Reading: itõs how people install new software into 
their brains. 

Å Tug McGraw said the other day that he was so 
broke that if someone tried to rob him they would just 
be practicing. 

Å Did you ever wonder 
why there is a stairway to 
heaven and a highway to 
hell? Thereõs apparently 
more traffic going to hell. 

Å If you have a bladder 
infection, urine trouble. 

Å Quote: òWhen I hear a 
man preach, I like to see him 
act as if he were fighting 
bees.ó ñ Abe Lincoln 

Å When Kieran McGovern was in St Anneõs, his 
teacher asked, òKieran, do you know Lincoln's Gettys-
burg Address?ó Kieran replied, òNo, Sister. I thought he 
lived in Washington!ó 

Å If you need a date for Valentineõs Day, you will 
find one in the supermarket aisle next to the raisins. 

Å Quote: òI donõt say my game is bad, but if I grew 
tomatoes theyõd come up sliced.ó ñ Arnold Palmer 

Å Iõm not sure if life is passing me by or trying to run 
me over. 

Reds 

N ONSENSE . .. N EXT  D IV .  87 M EETING  

Tues., Feb. 10 , 2014, 7:30 p.m.  

Donnelly Hall, 2171 Wakeling St. 

COUNTY  M EETINGS 

Thurs., March 5, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 

AOH Div. 87, 2171 Wakeling St. 

 

Thurs., June 4, 2015, 7:30 p.m. 

AOH Div. 61, 4131 Rhawn St. 

(County Board elections) 

SICK  AND  D ECEASED 

PLEASE OFFER YOUR PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND 
SOULS OF THE DECEASED  LISTED BELOW 

Committee for the sick: Erin Martin, Marti 
Gordon, Beth Kerrigan, Shane Mullan, Hugh Becker, 
Mark Brunkel, Marty Joyce, Molly Getz, Joe Daly, 
Mickey Gibbons, Chris Sears, Ed Mellon, Rus Voltz, 
Sean Gallagher, Dennis Brennan, Tracy Hagenbach, 
Geraldine Garrigan, Chalie Marion, Peggy Drake, 
Peggy Nicholson, Nicole Fitzgerald, Barbara Murphy, 
Frances Maier. 

Deceased: Sean Miller, John Tobin, EB Lavelle, 
Barbara Stott, Gene Boothby, Bill Wolf, JoAnne Halli-
gan, Maria Briglio, Mrs. Gilson, Dennis McGovern, 
Bob 'Fireman Bob' McClelland, Joyce Craig Lewis, 
Dave Norris. 
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Source: Catholic News Agency via marchforlife.org 

òWe are the pro-life generation! We are the pro-life 
generation!ó The chant could be heard along Constitu-
tion Avenue, as cold weather in the nationõs capital did 
not deter the masses from taking part in the 2015 March 
for Life. The massive crowds ð consisting largely of 
young people ð swarmed downtown Washington, D.C., 
praying, marching and witnessing to life. 

Crowds were estimated at upwards of 200,000 for 
the annual march, which is held on or around Jan. 22 
each year to mark the anniversary of the 1973 Roe v. 
Wade Supreme Court decision that mandated legal 
abortion nationwide. Pro-lifers flooded Twitter as well, 
posting pictures of themselves with life-affirming mes-
sages and the hashtag #WhyWeMarch. 

òI march for love. I march to speak for the unborn 
babies who cannot speak for themselves,ó tweeted one 
participant, Tiana DeLorge. 

òBecause human rights apply to all humans,ó said 
another attendee, Carla Burlando. 

Priests, seminarians and religious showed up in large 
numbers. A few bishops even attended as well, traveling 
from across the country to be present at the event. 

200,000 M ARCH  FOR  L IFE 

hoodies. òMy man pots and pansó always steps up to help 
out around here and we appreciate it! 

We will be having Mass at the club before the pa-
rade and all are encouraged to attend. We donõt have a 
price for the buses or the after-party as yet, but we 
will be taking reservations for the buses now. 
You can email me, Fenianjim1916@gmail.com, and let 
me know how many adult/child seats you need. Iõd like 
to keep the price for kids as low as possible, maybe even 
free for kids under 12 or 14. That all depends on how 
many reservations we get, so get yours in early! As for 
the after-party, we have the tent and a band ð One Shot 
Paddy. We are comparing caterers also, trying to keep 
the cost to a minimum. 

For our road trip, we will be running a bus trip to 
the Girardsville St. Patrickõs Day Parade on Saturday, 
March 21. Tickets will be $40 which includes beer and a 

(Continued from page 1) hoagie on the bus. There is a limit of 40 people per bus. 
We will leave the club at 8 a.m., travel to Girardsville 
(90 min.), march in the parade, hang out until 8 p.m. 
and return. Itõs a great day, so this is gonna be a Hot 
Ticket! We will have sign-ups starting at the next Divi-
sion 87 meeting. Iõve offered the Ladies 20 tickets on the 
first bus, so we will get two buses if need be. There will 
be other AOH divisions from Philly who also will be 
marching. 

We have our Communion Breakfast coming up April 
12. Ed Blaneyõs Pro-Life Beef ônõ Beer will be Saturday, 
Feb. 28, so will be the Beef ônõ Beer for our good friend 
Marti Gordon. There is a Degrees ceremony in Doyles-
town on Sunday, Feb. 22, at noon. If you have not made 
your degrees yet, you should make every attempt to do 
them this month. Email me if you are interested. 

In ár mana, 

Jim 

PRESIDENTõS M ESSAGE 

òEvery life is a gift!ó tweeted Bishop James D. 
Conley of Lincoln, who posted pictures of himself with 
march participants. 

As in previous years, the crowds were notable for 
their high number of students. Christendom College in 
Virginia, Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio, 
and Ave Maria University in Naples, Florida were among 
the dozens of schools with significant representation at 
the event. Also present were individuals who have suf-
fered firsthand the effects of abortion. 

òI march for the women I lied to when I worked in 
the abortion clinic,ó read one participantõs sign. 

Other marchers held banners saying, òI regret my 
abortionó and òMen regret lost fatherhood.ó 

At a rally preceding the march, speakers offered 
messages of unity and hope, proclaiming that every life is 
a gift. 

òWe have come to stand for the pre-born who could 
not stand for themselves. We have come to celebrate life 
and to mourn the millions of babies killed in abortion,ó 
said March for Life president Jeanne Monahan. 

òWe have come to tell the world that abortion is 
wrong. It is the taking of innocent life. It has to stop.ó 

mailto:Fenianjim1916@gmail.com
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Source: Come Here to Me! Dublin life & culture (comeheretome.com) 

By Donal Fallon 

There are many to ways to make a living, and not all of them 
noble. A profitable enterprise for some in the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries involved the physical digging up of freshly bur-
ied bodies, which could be sold to medical schools where they were 
in considerable demand. Far from being just the stuff of fanciful 
folklore, we have plenty of evidence that this was a real problem for 
the authorities in Ireland, in the form of newspaper reports of scuf-
fles in cemeteries and unusual towers constructed in cemeteries 
with the aim of allowing ôwatchmenõ to catch any would-be thieves 
in the act. 

Dublin was, in many ways, a city leading the way in the nine-
teenth century in the field of Medicine. As Gerard Maguire noted in 
the 1960s, òshe was the first city to establish a guild of medical prac-
titioners, first with the voluntary hospital, and first with the mater-
nity hospital. The names of Graves, Stokes, Carmichael, Corrigan, 
Colles and Wilde, and the medical schools they are associated with, 
are familiar to every student of medicine and are as much respected 
today as they were then.ó 

The term of choice for those who engaged in this activity today is often ôresurrectionistsõ, though in their day they 
were frequently known as ôsack-em-upsõ here in Ireland. There was, of course, great educational importance in the 
bodies of the dead to those studying medicine, and for centuries the bodies of criminals had been dissected. Indeed, 
there was a Murder Act in the 1750s which noted that only corpses of executed murderers could be used for dissec-
tion. This was a fairly gruesome act, with the full title ôAn act for better preventing the horrid crime of murderõ, and 
it actively encouraged òthat some further terror and peculiar mark of infamy be added to the punishmentóof those who 
murder others. 

As R·n§n Gear·id Ď Domhnaill has noted by the nineteenth century òthe number of people studying medicine 
had risen and demand far exceeded the supply, thus corpse robbing developed into a profitable business.ó This greater 
demand for bodies meant that the focus was no longer strictly on the physical remains of dead criminals, but acquiring 
bodies of totally innocent people to meet the growing demand. Bodies were provided not alone to medical schools, 
such as the Royal College of Surgeons, but also to Trinity College Dublin. Removing a body from the ground fre-
quently involved utilising a hook to pull the body from the coffin, having first smashed a hole into the wooden box. 
Early Dublin resurrectionists received only a guinea for a ôsubjectõ, but as the trade developed into something of a 
profession prices rose, with prices as high as £10 or even £20 secured on occasion. Bodies of children were frequently 
sold by the inch, while hair and teeth could be sold separately. As Gerard Maguire has written, owing to the strange 
legal situation at play, òa peculiarity of the profession was that if a resurrectionist was caught in the act of body-
snatching he was brought to justice and charged only with stealing the shroud in which the body was wrapped. Hence, 
the professional sack-em-up always took the precaution of removing the shroud before carting the body 
off.óChristopher Dixon, who served as porter at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland in the early years of the 
nineteenth century, was caught in Bullyõs Acre on one occasion by a mob and òafter tying a rope around his waist the 
mob dragged him to the Liffey into which he was ducked repeatedly.ó John T. Kirby, son of the President of the Col-
lege of Surgeons, was reportedly killed by another such mob!  

(Continued on page 7) 

R ESURRECTING  THE  DEAD  IN  D UBLIN  
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There seems to have been a much greater degree of 
violence towards the ressurectionists in Dublin than in 
London, indeed the Professor of Anatomy in Trinity 
College Dublin, a Dr. Macartney, gave evidence before 
a Committee of the House of Commons in which he 
stated òthe common people frequently of late have as-
saulted the Resurrection-men: one of these men died in 
consequence of a severe beatingé I may add, that lately 
also, even medical men and medical students were as-
sailed by the people, and that at present the Resurrec-
tionery men go to a great number of graveyards, some 
distance from Dublin, provided with firearms, and are 
accompanied frequently by several students armed in the 
same manner.ó 

Sometimes, the resurrectionists didnõt even wait 
until the body was buried before making an attempt to 
acquire it. In 1831 a rather morbid account of bodys-
natching in Dublin appeared 
in The Times newspaper: 

On Friday evening last, 
about six oõclock, a party of 
resurrectionists rushed suddenly 
into a house in Bow Lane, where 
the corpse of an aged female, 
named Carrol, was being ôwakedõ 
by her friends and 
neighboursé.and succeeded in 
possessing themselves of the body, 
which they bore off, before the 
persons present could offer any 
effectual resistance. The ruffians acted with the most revolting 
indecency, dragging the corpse in its death clothes after them 
through the mud in the street, and unfortunately baffled all 
pursuit. Information was shortly after given at College Street 
police office of the transaction, and an officer with some consta-
bles immediately visited the College of Surgeons. They were 
informed that the body had not been brought there, but they 
were not permitted to search. Several of the fellows engaged in 
this outrage are well-known resurrectionists, but though the 
police are acquainted with their haunts, strange to say that 
none of them have been apprehended yet.  

The morality of dissecting the bodies of the poor 
was endlessly debated in the early nineteenth century, as 

(Continued from page 6) 
Nadja Durbach has written òthe 1832 Anatomy Act bol-
stered the relationship between medicine and the state at 
the expense of the destitute.ó This act specific that the 
bodies of those who died in workhouses of charity hospi-
tals and went unclaimed would be turned over to those 
anatomists who dissected human remains. To opponents 
of the act, this òobjected the bodies of the poor, allowing 
them to be probed and penetrated for the use of middle-
class doctors and medical students.ó Many bodies were 
exported from Dublin to Edinburgh, as a result that a 
greater price could be obtained there from medical 
schools than in Dublin. It seems that some in Scottish so-
ciety were more than willing to allow the thieving of 
Dublin corpses, if it spared their own. A letter in theEdin-
burgh Weekly Chronicle in the early nineteenth century 
noted that òfor every Irish grave subject they seize they 
insure the rifling of some Scotch grave.ó  

Bullyõs Acre was a particularly popular location with 
Dublinõs resurrectionists, as the cemetery was the burial-

place of many of the poor in-
habitants of the city prior to 
the opening of Glasnevin 
Cemetery. There is a popular 
story of one well-known lec-
turer in anatomy, Peter Har-
kan, leading his students here 
on a resurrectionist excursion 
was stopped by watchmen, 
and later died as a result of the 
injuries he sustained. One one 
occasion in November 1825 a 
sentry at the cemetery cap-

tured Thomas Tuite, who was a known resurrectionist in 
the city, in possession of several bodies. 

The presence of watchtowers in cemeteries in Britain 
and Ireland give an indication just how seriously the au-
thorities took the potential robbery of graves. In 1842, a 
series of watchtowers were erected at Glasnevin Ceme-
tery, while watchmen also availed of Cuban Blood-
hounds, right into the following decade. Controversial as 
the early Anatomy Act was, it did bring about a marked 
decrease in the activity of resurrectionists, as a greater 
supply of bodies was available by entirely legal means to 
anatomists. Still, the Glasnevin watchtowers remain to-

day as a reminder of a macabre trade. [ 

R ESURRECTING  THE  DEAD  IN  D UBLIN  
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Pay your dues 

Itõs that time of year again when all Div. 87 members 
are expected to pay their annual membership dues. The 
rate hasnõt changed. Itõs still just $35. In exchange, you 
will get your new membership card, which allows you 
admission into other AOH divisions, meetings and events. 
So donõt be left out in the cold and pay your dues. 

Use the simple form on Page 11 of this monthõs Brim-
mer and send a check to Sean Coyne at the address pro-
vided. 

Paul Moore to tour   
Northeast Philly 

In addition to their generous annual performance at 
Division 87õs own beef õnõ beer, brother Paul Moore and 
his band will be making the rounds in Northeast pubs this 
month. 

Following his Feb. 15 show at the Knights of Colum-
bus on James St. (thatõs our fundraiser), Moore will pop 
into Paddy Whacks, Welsh and the Boulevard, on Satur-
day, Feb. 21, starting at 4 for his Irish Afternoon Jam. 

The day-loaders can make it back-to-back with Paul on 
Sunday, Feb. 22, as he will be in the Ashburner Inn, Tor-
resdale and Ashburner, also starting at 4. 

Show your support for Paul, Matt, Patrick, Billy and 
Nick by attending one or all of these shows. 

Degrees ceremony in Bucks 
County this month 

All AOH members are expected to earn Degrees of 
the Order within two years. All AOH officers are required 
to make their degrees. 

The next degrees ceremony will be on Sunday, Feb. 
22, at noon at American Legion Post 210, 315 North St., 
Doylestown, PA. Division 3 of Bucks County will host, 
while the Isle of Erin Degree Team will perform the ritual. 
All candidates and observers are required to pre-register 
and must present their 2015 membership cards. Visit 
www.aohnd1.com for info and to register. 

Pro-life fundraiser 

Ed Blaneyõs annual Beef ônõ Beer for needy moth-
ers will be on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 7:30 to 11:30 
p.m. at the Polish Eagles Sports Club, 3157 E. Thomp-
son St. 

The $40 admission cost includes draft beer, home-
made food and entertainment by the Glommer Twins. 
Beer cans will be available for $1.50 each. For informa-
tion, see Peggy Nicholson. 

All-Star lineup (and 
Coleman) for beef õnõ beer 

Jamison, Bogside Rogues, Celtic Connection, Irish 
Need Not Apply, Billy McGovern and The Celtic 
Flame Irish Dancers will highlight the Philadelphia St. 
Patrickõs Day Parade Fundraiser on Sunday, March 1, 
from 3 to 7 p.m. in the Heroes Ballroom at FOP Lodge 
5, 11630 Caroline Road. 

And (formerly) Port Richmondõs own Raymond 
Coleman will sing a few songs too!! 

Admission costs $30 for adults ($15 kids) and cov-
ers beer and wine (adults only), soda, buffet and enter-
tainment. There will be door prizes, chances to win 
great gifts and vendors. Proceeds will support the St. 
Patrickõs Day Observance Association, which organizes 
the parade every year. 

For info, contact Mary Frances Fogg (267-228-
0418), Joe Fox (215-429-0193) or Kathy Fanning (267
-237-2953). 

1916 Committee meets 

Sorry for the last-minute notice, but the 1916 
Centennial Commemoration Committee will meet (or 
has met, depending on when you receive this newslet-
ter) at AOH Division 39 on Tulip St. on Sunday, Feb. 
8, at 1 p.m. With less than 18 months until the anni-
versary of the Easter Rising, itõs all hands on deck in 
making the commemoration a historic event in Philly. 

The meeting is open to all who are passionate 
about their heritage and the Irish quest for freedom. 



 

Hall Rental : 4 Hours 

$275 for non-members 
$250 for members 
$225 for Brick Members 
$30 for bartender 
$30 cleanup 
 
Overtime on rentals is available for an additional $75, with a     
1-hour limit.  

Beer (per 1/2 barrel)ééééééééééé.éé * 

Liquor (per liter)ééééééééééé.ééé.. * 

Premium Liquor (per liter)ééééééééééé. * 

Wine (1/2 gallon)ééééééééééé.ééé. * 

Soda (case)ééééééééééééé.éééé * 

Orange Juice (1/2 gallon)éééééééé.ééé.. * 

Table Covers (each)éééééééééé.ééé.. * 

Wine Coolers (case)éééééééééééé.é.. * 

Non-alcoholic Beer (OõDoulõs) caseéééééééé. * 

Ice (40lbs)éééééééééééééééé.é * 

To arrange for rental of the hall,  
Contact Gene Long at 215-594-9935 

* Call for prices. 

CLUB RENTALS 

Member ID#, 36PH87____________ 

Name__________________________________ 

New Address_____________________________ 

City____________________________________ 

State__________________________ Zip_______ 

Home Phone______________________________ 

Email___________________________________ 

Amount Paid ($35/year)___________ 

Check ___  Cash ____  Date______________ 

This form must be submitted to the Financial Secretary 
when you change your address: 

Sean Coyne 
1333 Thompson Road 

Abington, PA 19001-2241 
610-405-8466 / sean8182@yahoo.com 

 Dues: $35 per Year! 

CHANGE  OF ADDRESS & D UES FORM  
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