
Brothers, 

Hopefully you are all reading this in the first copy of “The Brimmer” published in 
2010. It took us some time to right ourselves after stumbling about aimlessly as we tried to 
replace our esteemed retired editor, Tom McDowell. It’s true, you don’t know what you 
have until it’s gone. God knows what Billy Gibbons had the folding crew doing during the 
Brimmer’s hiatus. Let’s try not to think about it. That being said, Mike Ferris has agreed to 
edit the “Brimmer” and send it to Tug electronically for printing and distribution. Sounds 
like a well oiled machine, doesn’t it. The truth is, if Mike hadn’t arrived mounted on his 
white charger, festooned of course with North Catholic paraphernalia, Tug and I would 
still be spinning in circles. Thank you “Falcon Mike”. Mike has taken this on despite starting 
a new job and taking up a new residence outside Baltimore. 

Anyone wishing to advertise in the “Brimmer” should see Mike Nolan. We only 
received payment from four of our sponsors in 2009. I have asked Dr. Ferris to only in-
clude those businesses after this issue. 

There are four events coming up in February and March that I would like to men-
tion. On Sunday, Feb. 21st, a fundraiser to support the St. Patrick’s Day parade will be held 
from 3:00pm to 7:00pm at the Mayfair Community, Battersby & St. Vincent. Cost is 
$25.00 pp and includes beer, wine, soda, buffet and live Irish music.  

A second fundraiser benefitting the St. Patrick’s Day parade will be held on Tues-
day, Feb.23rd, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at Con Murphy’s Irish Pub, 1700 Benjamin Frank-
lin Parkway (adjacent to Mace’s Crossing). The cost is $50.00 pp and includes gourmet 
hors d’oeuvres, open bar and music by ‘Slainte”. 

The annual AOH Pub Crawl is scheduled for Saturday, March 6th and will begin at 
1:00pm. Several other divisions have asked to join the event, not sure which ones yet, I’ll 
have that info at this month’s meeting.  

Last but least, the St. Patrick’s Day parade will be held on Sunday, March 14th. 
Our after parade party will be held at the Wissinoming Yacht Club again. More informa-
tion will be forthcoming.  

In closing I would like to thank you or your continued support.  

     Yours in our motto, 

 

     Tom Healey  
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Well, the ground hog as seen his 
shadow and then our President found a 
new Editor for the Brimmer, congratu-
lations to Falcon Mike and thanks for 
taking over the paper, this will look 
good on your resume!   

THE PARTY 

Since we last spoke, a couple of 
things have happened in and around 87.  
On Jan. 15th, our hero, Obie, cashed in 
all of his change and threw a wonderful 
21st Birthday Party for his darling 
daughter, Caitlin “Full of Soup” 
O’Brien, who was the guest of honor.  I 
understand that there are a lot of “Face 
book” pictures on the internet, thanks 
to Bessie, who was our resident photog-
rapher.  Obie went to Sears Surplus and 
bought a couple of pairs of dungarees.  
Yes, he was sans shorts, and actually got 
dressed up for the gala.  He wore a 
bowling shirt.  Think Charlie Harper, 
from “Two and a Half Men”.  And, as 
for the aforementioned dungarees; poor 
Erin Murphy, who unfortunately was 
Ob’s salesperson at the store and had no 
idea what “dungarees” where. Ob, they 
started calling them “jeans” a few years 
ago.  A good time was had by all! 

BEEF AND BEER 

We had our Annual AOH 87 Beef 
and Beer at Finnigan’s Wake on Sun-
day, Jan. 17th.  Yes, it was a long week-
end!  The staff at Finnigan’s did their 
annual superb job, thanks to Jimmy and 
his folks who never disappoint.  Paddy’s 
Well, led by Paul Moore, were awe-
some.  If you haven’t heard them, do 
yourself a favor and check out 
www.paddyswell.com and go to a show 
near you.  Also, special thanks to the 
“door” Matt and Bob for working the 
door, and P.J. Driscoll, who donated a 
wine cooler refrigerator for the Chinese 
Auction.  Also, thanks to everyone who 
made our benefit another success!  

Mark your calendars for Jan. 16th, 
2011,  when we will do it again! 

“MR ANONYMOUS” 

I did receive some info from an 
anonymous person.  See, Jack?; I told 
you that I wouldn’t give you up!  But, 
anyway, Pat Dever and his brother 
Ernie, and this anonymous source de-
cide after staying at Finnigan’s, to go 
bar hopping in the area.  Well, they go 
to Buckshot, down the street and our 
Past President of the Home decided to 
ride the Bull.  He lasted for a few min-
utes, then got knocked off of the back 
of it.  Believe it or not, no hair was out 
of place.  Well, then Moe, Larry and 
Mr. Anonymous go to a few other wa-
tering holes in the area.  When they 
return to Finnigan’s, Pat realized that 
he didn’t have his keys, wallet or 
phone.  He went back to Buckshot and 
retrieved his belongings.  On the ride 
home, with Pat at the helm, he hit a pot 
hole and blew out a tire.  They were 
trying out for a pit crew for Jeff 
Gordon, but couldn’t get the spare out 
of the trunk.  Pat then called Barb to 
pick the “Three Amigos” up.  Rumor 
has it, the Bull was tamer.   Thanks 
Jack…. I mean, “Mr Anonymous”, for 
this report! 

HELP WANTED 

This reporter could use a cub re-
porter at Bobby T’s for updates on the 
doings of one Bobby Murphy.  How 
about “Cubbie and Chubbie”, could one 
of you guys report back to me on the 
happenings there? 

UPCOMING TRIPS 

Feb. 27th, there is a bus trip to 
Washington to see Notre Dame play 
Georgetown in basketball, with a stop 
at a few taverns in the area.  Notre 
Dame Harvey is running this trip.  Let 

me know if there is any interest. 

On Monday, April 5th, which is 
Easter Monday, there is a few different 
bus trips heading to Washington to the 
see the Phillies opener which has been 
dubbed a “National Halliday.”  If you 
are interested, let me know and I will 
point you in the right direction. 

UNTIL NEXT MONTH 

That’s All Folks, and thanks to Tom 
McDowell for all of his hard work, and 
to my new boss, “Falcon” Mike Ferris 
for taking over and saving the Brimmer! 
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As we get the new Brimmer up and 
running, we are looking for input 
from you for content.  If you have 
an idea or would like to contribute, 
please talk to Tom Healey or send 
an email to “Falcon” Mike Ferris at   

ferrism@comcast.net 

We can’t guarantee that your ideas 
will make it into the Brimmer, but 
we’ll consider any and all serious 
suggestions. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

http://www.paddyswell.com/�


Hall Rental : 4 Hours 

$225 for non-members 
$200 for members 
$175 for Brick Members 
$35 for bartender 
$20 cleanup 
 
Overtime on rentals is avail-
able for an additional $50, 
with a 1-hour limit.  Week-
day funeral luncheons are 
available @ $175 for non-
members; $50 for members 
 

Beer (per 1/2 barrel)……………… 
Liquor (per liter)………………….. 
Premium Liqour (per liter)………… 
Wine (1/2 gallon)…………………. 
Soda (case)………………………... 
Orange Juice (1/2 gallon)…………. 
Table Covers (each)……………….. 
Wine Coolers (case)……………….. 
Non-alcoholic Beer (O’Doul’s) case… 
Ice (40lbs)………………………… 

 
To arrange for rental of the hall,  

contact Jim Dougherty at 215-335-4470 

CLUB RENTALS 

CLERGY AND OFFICERS 
Treasurer 
Michael Nolan 
12421 Tyrone Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19154 
215-281-3346 
 
Chair, Standing Committee 
Edward O’Brien 
3156 Aramingo Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
215-739-6560, 215-300-6332 
 
Marshal 
Pat Driscoll 
2941 Gaul St 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
267-767-1451 
 
Sentinel 
Shawn Gallagher 
9213 Wooden Bridge Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19114 
215-331-5153 
 
Immediate Past President 
Frank Gallagher 
2160 Walnut Place 
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 
609-304-7007; 856-303-0848 
fxg510@comcast.net 
 
 
 
 

Historian 
Robert McConomy 
3214 Miller St 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
215-426-1779 
 
Charity Committee 
Michael Tiernan 
7301 Delaire Landing Rd 
Philadelphia, PA 19114 
mike1st@hotmail.com 
 
Catholic Action 
William Gibbons 
3153 Englewood St 
Philadelphia, PA 19154 
 
Pro-Life 
Joseph Golden 
2318 Ripley St 
Philadelphia, PA 19152 
 
Freedom for All Ireland 
Daniel McDade 
2943 Rawle St 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
215-331-0181 
 
 
 

Chaplains 
Rev Vince Smith 
NE Catholic High School 
1842 E. Torresdale Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215-831-1234 
Rev Joseph F Okonski 
 
President 
Tom Healey 
3320 Fordham Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19114 
215-284-4126 
 
Vice President 
Kieran McGovern 
2579 Memphis St 
Philadelphia, PA 19125 
215-425-5573; 267-249-7632 
kieranmcgovern@pgworks.com 
 
Recording Secretary 
Jim McGinley 
3255 Glenview St 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
267-671-7513 
 
Financial Secretary 
George J. Lees Jr 
3176 Belgrade St, 1st Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
215-427-2834 
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Home Board 
Chairman 
Patrick Dever 
2657 E. Schiller St 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
215-423-0707 
pdever@fairwaysinsurance.com 
 
Treasurer 
Michael Tiernan 
7301 Delaire Landing Rd 
Philadelphia, PA 19114 
mike1st@hotmail.com 
 
Club Steward 
Thomas Wenger 
4050 E. Cheltenham Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 
215-288-8140 
 
Board Member 
James McGinley 
3255 Glenview St 
Philadelphia, PA 19149 
215-331-6239 
 

The Brimmer 
Editor 
“Falcon” Mike Ferris 
Somewhere on the outskirts of 
Baltimore, MD. 
ferrism@comcast.net 
 
 

$78 
$25 
$35 
$15 
$12 
  $4 
  $2 
$50 
$50 
$10 

ANNUAL AOH PUB CRAWL 

The annual AOH Pub Crawl 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 6th and will begin at 
1:00pm. The expectation is 
that several divisions will 
join this year.  It’s a fun event 
and we’d like to have a good 
showing from Division 87. 



Unless you’ve been living in a cave or 
getting all of your news from the Brim-
mer, you probably know that the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia announced 
the closing of Northeast Catholic and 
Cardinal Dougherty high schools.  
There are efforts underway to save 
both schools and re-open both as pri-
vate schools.  But, since this column 
will mainly focus on Northeast Catho-
lic, I’ll give you an update on the ef-
forts to save our school. 

A group of North Catholic grads, in-
cluding the alumni association, have 
devised a plan to open Northeast 
Catholic as a private school for moder-
ate and low income families in the 
area.  This new school will be part of 
the Cristo Rey Network. 

[The Cristo Rey Network is comprised of 24 
high schools throughout the United States 
that provide quality, Catholic, college pre-
paratory education to urban young people 
who live in communities with limited edu-
cational options. Cristo Rey schools 
throughout the network have a demon-
strated track record of success. 99.3 percent 
of the Cristo Rey Network Schools Class of 
2008 were accepted to two or four year 
colleges. All Cristo Rey students participate 
in a work-study program that is managed 
by the school in partnerships with commu-
nity businesses. The Cristo Rey development 
model seeks to integrate learning from the 
work program, the classroom and extracur-
ricular experiences for the fullest benefit of 
its students.] 

In January, 2010, there were two pub-
lic meetings held in the North Catholic 
auditorium to provide answers to par-
ents, students, alumni and anyone else 
with an interest in the continuation of 
the North Catholic tradition.  These 
meetings were held to provide infor-
mation about the team’s efforts, as 
well as to dispel any rumors that may 
be floating around.  Well, I attended 

one of these meetings, and I’ll admit that 
I entered with a lot of doubt.  But, after 
listening to the work to date, as well as 
the plan for the future, I left the meeting 
with a renewed sense that North Catholic 
would prosper well into the future.   

I’ve heard many people say, “But it won’t 
be the same North Catholic that I re-
member.”  That’s definitely true.  But, 
when you think about it, is the North 
Catholic of 2009-2010 the same North 
Catholic of 1980-1981?  Is it the same 
North Catholic as 1950-1951?  Abso-
lutely not!  You see, times change, peo-
ple change and neighborhood demo-
graphics shift.  But, through all of these 
changes, North Catholic has been a bea-
con of hope in an area of the city where 
people work hard and value a good edu-
cation for their sons.  The new North 
Catholic will continue to be that beacon 
for the people in the area.  The traditions 
will continue, and the school will still 
provide a quality education to a new gen-
eration of young men. 

For more information on the efforts to 
save North Catholic, visit 
www.NCCRinfo.com. 

Sports Update 

• The Football Team lost to Wood in 
the Catholic League Championship 
game, but finished on a high note 
with a win over Frankford. 

• The soccer team lost in the first 
round of the playoffs to a tough Ryan 
team. 

• The basketball team is expected to 
make the playoffs at the time of this 
printing. 

• The Wrestling team is competing in 
the state playoff tournament, after 
beating LaSalle in the Catholic 
League Championship. 

Celebrating Grand Marshall & 
Northeast Resident 

Seamus Boyle 

And  

Ring of Honor Recipients 

Featuring the Music of: 

The Shanty’s Ballina 

The Gallagher Brothers 

Irish Dance Group Celtic Flame 

Sunday, February 21st, 2010 

3:00 – 7:00 pm 

MAYFAIR COMMUNITY CENTER 

Battersby & St. Vincent Sts. 

Philadelphia, PA 

 $25.00 per person  

Includes Beer, Wine, Soda, and Buf-
fet & BYOB 

Tickets available at:  

AOH Division 39 (7229 Tulip St.) 

Mayfair Community Center 

Devon Theatre 

Available Day of Event 

 Proceeds to Benefit 

The Philadelphia St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade 

Contact Info 

Ed Dougherty- 215-338-4315 

Maria Gallagher- 609-304-7929 

Checks Payable to: 

AOH Division 39  

www.aoh39phila.org 
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SUPPORT THE  
ST PATRICK’S DAY 

PARADE 



AOH Division 87 

Port Richmond, Philadelphia 
Member ID#, 36PH87____________ 

Name__________________________________ 

New Address_____________________________ 

City____________________________________ 

State__________________________ Zip_______ 

Home Phone______________________________ 

Email___________________________________ 

Amount Paid ($30/year)___________ 

Check ___  Cash ____  Date______________ 

This form must be submitted to the Financial Secretary when 
you change your address. 

George J. Lees Jr 
Financial Secretary 

3176 Belgrade St,1st Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 

215-427-2834 
Dues: $30 per Year! 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS & DUES SUBMITTAL FORM 

RANDOM THOUGHTS 
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There will be an election held at Division 87’s regular Febru-
ary, 2010 meeting.  The seats that will be voted on are as 
follows: 

• Home Association Chairman 

• Home Association Treasurer 

• Three Home Association Trustees 

Nominations for these positions were held at the January, 

2010 meeting.  In order to vote, you must be current with 

your annual dues.  Cards will be checked at the door.  If you 

are not current, but would like to vote, see George Lees 

prior to the meeting. 

Election This Month 

 

THE BRIMMER WILL RETURN 

TO DIVISION 87’S WEBSITE 

THIS MONTH.  CHECK 

WWW.AOH87.COM FOR 

MORE DETAILS. 

 
MAY YOU HAVE WARM 

WORDS ON A COLD EVENING, 
 

A FULL MOON ON A DARK 
NIGHT, 

 
AND THE ROAD DOWNHILL 

ALL THE WAY TO YOUR DOOR 

 

AOH DIVISION ANNUAL FOR 2010 

SHOULD BE PAID AS SOON AS POSSI-

BLE.  IF YOU WISH TO PAY YOUR 

2010 DUES, PLEASE SEE GEORGE 

LEES JR AT THE FEBRUARY MEETING 

OR CUT OUT THE FORM ABOVE 

AND MAIL TO GEORGE. 

Help Save the Philadelphia St Patrick’s Day Parade 

 
Tuesday, February 23, 2010 - 6:00 – 9:00 

Con Murphy’s Irish Pub 
1700 Benjamin Franklin Parkway 

(at the Windsor Hotel) 
Philadelphia, PA  19103 – 267.687.1128 

$50/person, includes: 
Gourmet Hors d’oeuvres, Open Bar &  

music by ‘Slainte’ 
For additional information contact:  
Mary Frances Fogg, 215.744.5589 

Chris Phillips, 267.246.2909  
Bob Gessler, 215.806.7298.   

Saint Patrick’s Day Observance Association, 
www.philadelphiastpatsparade.com 
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Your Ad Here 

Contact Mike Nolan at Division 87 



 

PAGE 7 HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 

Your Ad 
Here 



 

 

 
DIVISION 87 
ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS 
IN AMERICA, INC 
2171 WAKELING ST 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19124 

Mailing Label Must Go Here 

AOH DIVISION 87  
PORT RICHMOND 

2171 Wakeling St 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 

215-533-7070 

W E’ RE O N THE W EB!  
W WW.AOH87 .COM 

FRIENDSHIP, UNITY AND CHRISTIAN 
CHARITY 

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is a Catholic, Irish American Fraternal Organi-
zation, whose members strive to live by our motto of Friendship, Unity and True 
Christian Charity.  If you are interested in joining our organization, you must be 
of Irish decent and a practicing Catholic.  Go to http://www.AOH87.com for 
more information on joining Division 87—Port Richmond. 
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